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CHIEF KING: Today's date is December 
12th, 2001. The time is 1607 hours. This 
is Battalion Chief Stephen King, Safety 
Battalion, FDNY. I'm conducting an 
interview with the following individual, 
Firefighter Sixth Grade Joseph Galasso from 
Engine 212, who was the backup on September 
11th. This interview is regarding the 
events of September 11th, 2001. 

Q. Okay, Joe, you can start whenever you 
want. 

A. After the first plane hit, we were 
here, actually. We could see the towers actually 
from here. So after the first plane hit, we saw 
it on the news. So we came up here to look out 
the window, and we saw it. We watched the second 
plane hit. Just as the second plane hit, that's 
when we received the alarm. 

We were going there. On the way there, 
we hit a little traffic. We were going to turn 
onto the Manhattan Bridge but instead we were 
told to take the Brooklyn Bridge. So we had to 
back up. We were on our way to get on the 


Brooklyn Bridge. 
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We drove down I'm not sure which 
street. I think we came down Liberty. We parked 
on Liberty. We got out. We grabbed our rollups, 
we grabbed our spare cylinders. I remember 
walking past 10 and 10's quarters. 

At that point Lieutenant Brosnan told 
us to keep walking down Liberty. We went into 
one of the buildings on Liberty to go through, 
because we saw debris falling. We didn't know 
what was falling. It looked like debris. So to 
be safe, for our safety, the lieutenant brought 


us through another building with one of their 


attendants. 

Q. Were both towers hit at this point in 
time? 

A. Both towers were hit, because we 


watched the second tower hit over here. When the 
second tower was hit, that's when we got the 
alarm. 

So we went through a building, and we 
came out on -- I don't know exactly the street, 
but it was where that pedestrian walkway is to go 
to the Financial Center. We came out over there. 


We went two at a time, because debris was still 
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falling. We stood underneath the walkway for 
protection. 

Then we went into the hotel. I guess 
that's the Marriott Hotel. I saw a couple 
different companies there. 238 was there, anda 
couple other firemen were there that I didn't 
know. We were there, and that's when the 
lieutenant went to talk to a chief. He came back 
and told us we were going to the 74th floor. I 
don't know which tower, to be sure. I don't 
know. He just said the 74th floor. 

At that time we got all our stuff. We 
made one of I guess the clerks of the hotel show 
us the way into the concourse level. We got into 
the concourse level. We walked maybe about 100 
feet, 200 feet. The lieutenant said, "Take a 
break here for a second, I've got to go ask to 
find another stairwell." 

At that point we put our stuff down. 
In a matter of seconds after that -- at this 
point when we came in, there were people getting 
evacuated. I guess there were cops down there 
and stuff like that. But there were all 


pedestrians coming out. They were pretty calm. 
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I was shocked to see how calm these people were. 

As we got in there, like I said, the 
lieutenant walked away for a second to find a 
stairwell, told us to wait. At that point, not 
even a few seconds later, the lights went out and 
you heard -- it sounded like a waterfall almost. 
You just saw people running. The lights went 
out, and it got dark. You just saw parts of 
buildings coming down. 

We ran and made a left. There's like a 
little bend. We made a left and went into a 
doorway. At that point I just sat there and 
waited and held my helmet. It just stopped. 
Everything was dark and people were screaming. 
Everybody stopped screaming. You couldn't see 
anything. It was all dark, dusty. 

Somebody yelled, "Just stay calm. 
There's firemen here. Stay with the firemen." So 
at that point we all regrouped. We were yelling, 
"212, 212." I think there were five of us or six 
of us at that point. We all regrouped. We found 
each other. We put our flashlights on. 

One of the members here, Firefighter 


Picciano, asked if anybody knew a way out: "Does 
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anybody work here? Does anybody know a way out?" 
There was a maintenance man actually there. He 
saw a store, and he said, "I know a way out of 
here." So we said, "Okay, hold onto us. We'll 
lead with the flashlights." 

At that point there were just people 
that were grabbing onto my arms, grabbing 
everybody else. I was holding onto one of the 
other firemen just to find a way out. So at that 
point this maintenance man -- I still don't know 
who he was -- led us to an exit. 

Maybe three of us took a bunch of 
people to one exit, which there were escalators 
going up. I think that let you out on Vesey. We 
led a whole bunch of people out the escalator. 
Two or three other firemen from the company went 
to the left with another individual, and they 
found another doorway, opened it up and led the 
people out that way. So we led all these people 
out. 

Sorry, I need to backtrack. Before we 
went back into the building, ESU cops were 
telling us there are reports of a third and 


fourth plane coming. They're leaving, we're 
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walking in, and they're yelling there's reports 
of a third and fourth plane. 

I guess when the first building came 
down I actually thought it was another plane hit 
at that time. I didn't know the building came 
down. 

We led the people out. We cleared 
everybody out that was with us. At that point we 
went back in to look for more people just to see 
if there were any more people there. We searched 
around. We walked around, went down to the PATH 
train to see if anybody was down there. That was 
clear. At this point Engine 212 was there, a 
couple of guys had FBI jackets on, there were 
maybe about two or three, and I think a couple of 
cops were there. 

We were searching around, searching. 

We backtracked a little bit from where we came 
from. At that point there was a little fire 
there. One of the guys tried to put it out with 
one of the house lines, but there was no 
pressure. It was dead. So we just left that. 

I don't know who yelled, but somebody 


yelled, "We see somebody. There's somebody 
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underneath a bunch of debris." We pulled all the 
debris off. He had this round face that was all 
full of blood. He was struggling to breathe at 
this point. Of course he was like 250, 260 
pounds, 300 pounds. 

We found a chair, a regular chair. We 
put him on the chair. Between the time when the 
first building came down, it felt like hours but 
we were in there for a while. At that point we 
put him on the chair. We took turns carrying him 
out. 

At this point you couldn't really 
hearing anything on the radio. It was like in 
and out, in and out. I remember somebody yelling 
"We've all got to get out. We've all got to get 
out." They're saying, "Everybody get out of the 
building." 

So at that point we put the guy in the 
chair and took turns carrying him out. We went 
out like a little bit of steps to the landing and 
a little bit of steps and came out on Vesey. 

Five World Trade we came out of. 
I can remember inside the hallway was 


the McDonald's sign. On top it said the mall. 
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We came out of there. There was just white 
debris, white powder everywhere. 

There was a rig right across the 
street. I don't remember what company it was. 
There was a mail truck right across the street, 
because I guess the post office was there. 

At that point -- again, not even -- I 
would say about 40 seconds, we get to the middle 
of the street with this individual, and you heard 
like a loud "rrrrr." Everything started shaking. 
We thought it was another plane. 

What we did, we all separated. Me and 
two other guys, Walker and Murphy, we went back 
to the building. Picciano and Brosnan ran away 
from the building. At that point we just knelt 
down in the doorway. We knelt down, and I held 
on. 

The pressure from the collapse, I 
guess, it was like a heavy snowstorm when you're 
trying to walk and you're trying to push and 
fight it. You try to fight it, and it just 
pushed us all back. I remember just letting go 
of Walker. 


At that point, to tell you the truth, I 
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thought I was dead, because I was all by myself 
now. This whole time I was I guess, not happy, 
but I felt safe because we were all together the 
whole time. At this point I was by myself, and 
it was pitch dark. I had the dirt in my mouth 
and everything. 

I thought I got blown back into the 
building, so I started yelling, "Walker and 212, 
anybody." Finally he acknowledged. He happened 
to be right next to me and I didn't know it. 

At that point you couldn't see 
anything. I put my mask on at that point. Then 
we regrouped. Me, Walker and Murphy, we all 
regrouped, the three of us. At that point we 
thought we had lost the lieutenant. We thought 
we had lost Picciano and Brosnan, because they 
went the other way. 

We came out of Five World Trade. At 
that point then it was just like an eerie quiet. 
Everything was quiet. We couldn't even find 
those FBI guys that were with us or the cops that 
were with us. 

It was an eerie quiet. We finally saw 


daylight. We saw the sun and said let's walk. 
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We walked and walked up West Broadway. I 
remember that the rig was on fire at that point, 
and the postal truck was on fire. There were 
little fires everywhere. We were just trying to 
climb over like I beams and stuff. 

We walked to West Broadway, and we just 
kept walking. At that time we were saying to 
ourselves let's just get as far away as we could. 
If these buildings come down, they're going to 
take out a couple of blocks. We still didn't 
know the buildings came down at that point. 

We walked to Duane Street, and 
somebody -- I think it was a cop -- told us 
there's a firehouse right here. We went and made 
a right, and it was Engine 7. At that point we 
went there. From there we just sat there and 
waited. That's when the ambulance came and took 
us all in. 

We finally met up with the other two, 
Picciano and Brosnan. They wound up walking 
there. Somehow some way they walked there. We 
all met up, and that's when we went in the 
ambulance to Forest Hills. 


Q. Anybody else you remember seeing there? 
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A. It's weird, I remember seeing a kid I 
went to parochial school with that I graduated 
with, James Pappageorge, in the hotel. I 
remember saying hello. I don't know what company 
he's from. I remember saying hello to him. The 
lieutenant was saying, "Come on, let's go." We 
went into the concourse, and I never saw him 
after that. That's the only guy I can remember. 

I don't know the guys' names from 238, 
but they're in the same area over here so I 
recognized a couple of them. I don't know which 
way they went either. Pappageorge specifically, 
I know him because we said hello to each other 
because we went to school together. I don't know 
which way they went. All I know is that we 
got -- somebody was with us because everywhere we 
walked was the right place. 

Q. Anything else, Joe? 

A. That's about it. 

CHIEF KING: The time is 1620 hours, 


and this interview is concluded. 


